The Top-Two
Open Primary:

What It Means

for Voters

The Top-Two Open Primary Act, which was approved
by voters in June 2010, changes the way people vote
for certain candidates in a primary election.

In an open primary, you may vote for any candidate
running for a congressional or state office, no matter
which political party you or the candidate belongs to.

The two candidates who get the most votes will move on
to the general election in November.

The Top-Two Open Primary Act does not apply to the
election for president and the central committees. For
those offices, you may only vote for candidates from the
party in which you’re registered.
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* Except parties that allow non-partisans to cross over and join their primary



