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Get out of line on Election Day!

VOTE-BY-MAIL
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from the comfort of your home!

See application on back cover
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Dear Voter: 
 
November 8, 2016 is Election Day. This Sample Ballot and Voter Information Pamphlet provides ballot marking 
instructions, polling place location, candidate information, and other important election details that you should 
review before you vote. You may mark your selections on your Sample Ballot and take it with you to the polls for 
easy reference. 
 
You have several options for voting: 
 
Vote-by-Mail – Voting by mail is convenient and easy. You will find an application to receive a Vote-by-Mail 
ballot on the back cover of this pamphlet. The deadline to request a Vote-by-Mail ballot is November 1 . You 

have several options for returning your ballot: 

 

 Mail your ballot in time to reach the Registrar of Voters Office by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day, or be 

postmarked on or before Election Day and received no later than three days after Election Day to 

be counted. 

 Return your ballot in person to the Registrar of Voters Office during regular business hours and until 

close of polls on Election Day. For your convenience the Registrar’s office has a secure locked drop 

box at its entry for ballot drop off 24 hours a day. 

 Deposit your ballot in one of the secure drop-off boxes available at designated City Clerks’ Offices from 

October 11 through November 7. Please visit our website to view a map of ballot drop-off locations. 

 Take your ballot to any Polling Place (before 8:00 p.m.) in Riverside County on Election Day. 

 You may confirm that the Registrar of Voters Office has received your returned Vote-by-Mail ballot on 

our website at www.voteinfo.net. 

 Vote First, Count First! Vote-by-Mail ballots received before Election Day are counted first. Return 
your ballot as soon as possible to ensure that it is included in the first Election Night results! 

 
Early Voting – Vote at the Registrar of Voters Office beginning October 11 through November 7 (excluding 
Holidays), Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, October 29 and November 5, from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and Election Day, November 8 , from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Early voting will also be 
available at participating malls in Riverside County on October 28 through October 30. Please visit our website 
at www.voteinfo.net for additional early voting information. 
 

Vote on Election Day November 8 – See the back cover of this Sample Ballot for your Polling Place location. 
 
There is still time to volunteer to be a poll worker. We need Polling Officers to work at the polls on Election Day 
and we are eager to train you to assist voters with our proudest legacy – the right to vote. 
 
The Registrar of Voters team is here to serve you. Please contact us anytime, so we can help make your 
voting experience a positive one.  Thank you for participating in this election -- your vote counts! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
REBECCA SPENCER                                                          Be sure to follow the Registrar of Voters on 
Registrar of Voters                                                                        Facebook, YouTube and Twitter. 

RV-204-001
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B U S I N ES S  NA M E 

 

Elections in California 

 

 

 
 

The Top Two Candidates Open Primary Act requires that all candidates for a voter-nominated office be listed on the same 

ballot. Previously known as partisan offices, voter-nominated offices are state legislative offices, U.S. congressional offices, and 

state constitutional offices. 
 

In both the open primary and general elections, you can vote for any candidate regardless of what party preference you 

indicated on your voter registration form. In the primary election, the two candidates receiving the most votes — regardless of 

party preference — move on to the general election. If a candidate receives a majority of the vote (50 percent + 1), a general 

election still must be held. Even if there are only two candidates for an office in the open primary, a general election for that 

office is still required. 
 

California's open primary system does not apply to candidates running for U.S. President or local offices. 
 

California law requires the following information to be printed in this pamphlet 

Party-Nominated/Partisan Offices 
Political parties may formally nominate candidates for party-nominated/partisan offices at the primary election. A nominated 

candidate will represent that party as its official candidate for the specific office at the general election and the ballot will reflect 

an official designation. The top vote-getter for each party at the primary election moves on to the general election. Parties also 

elect officers of county central committees at the primary election. 
 

A voter can only vote in the primary election of the political party he or she has disclosed a preference for upon 
registering to vote. However, a political party may allow a person who has declined to disclose a party preference to vote 
in that party's primary election. 
 

Voter-Nominated Offices 
Political parties are not entitled to formally nominate candidates for voter-nominated offices at the primary election. A 
candidate nominated for a voter-nominated office at the primary election is the nominee of the people and not the official 
nominee of any party at the general election. A candidate for nomination to a voter-nominated office shall have his or her 
party preference, or lack of party preference, stated on the ballot, but the party preference designation is selected solely 
by the candidate and is shown for the information of the voters only. It does not mean the candidate is nominated or 
endorsed by the party designated, or that there is an affiliation between the party and candidate, and no candidate 
nominated by the voters shall be deemed to be the officially nominated candidate of any political party. In this sample 
ballot booklet, parties may list the candidates for voter-nominated offices who have received the party's official 
endorsement. 

 

Any voter may vote for any candidate for a voter-nominated office, if they meet the other qualifications required to vote for 
that office. The top two vote-getters at the primary election move on to the general election for the voter-nominated office 
even if both candidates have specified the same party preference designation. No party is entitled to have a candidate 
with its party preference designation move on to the general election, unless the candidate is one of the two highest vote-
getters at the primary election. 
 

Nonpartisan State Offices 
Political parties are not entitled to nominate candidates for nonpartisan offices at the primary election, and a candidate at 
the primary election is not the official nominee of any party for the specific office at the general election. A candidate for 
nomination to a nonpartisan office may not designate his or her party preference, or lack of party preference, on the 
ballot. The top two vote-getters at the primary election move on to the general election for the nonpartisan office. 
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H O W T O M A R K Y O U R P A P E R B A L L O T 
 
 
 

 

Please refer to the following instructions on how to properly complete your Official Ballot: 
 

 
 

 Connect the head and tail of the arrow that points to 

your choice like the example provided. 
 

 Check both front and back of ballot for voting contests. 
 

 Use a black ball point pen. Do not use felt tip, red or gel 
ink. 

 

 One line connecting the arrow is preferred. 
 

 Vote for no more than the number of votes allowed in 

each contest (e.g. vote for one, vote for no more than two, 

etc.). 
 

 Please keep the Vote-by-Mail ballot folded the same way as 

you received it. 

 
 
 

TO MARK YOUR VOTE 

DRAW A LINE 

 

 
 
 
 
 

VOTE!!! 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE! 
If you are a Vote-by-Mail voter, you must fill out and sign your return 

envelope in order for your vote to be counted. 
 
 
 
 

 

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT…MARK YOUR BALLOT CORRECTLY 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CORRECT 

EXAMPLE 
 
 
 
 

INCORRECT 
 
 
 


 
 
 

For a demonstration on marking your ballot, please visit our website at www.voteinfo.net 
 
 
 

Constant-33-OPTECH 

RV-204-003
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l p
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 c
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 c
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 p
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r b
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 d
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 D
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 p
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 d
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 d
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 d
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r p
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 d
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 d
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 c
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 o
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l o
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, p
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m
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 d
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 c
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 d
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r c
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 c
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 p
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 m
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 c
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at
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m
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VOTER’S PAMPHLET INFORMATION SECTION 

The following pages contain voter information applicable to 
your ballot which may include the following items: 

 CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 

 BALLOT MEASURES 

 ANALYSES 

 ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT & IN OPPOSITION 
 

This pamphlet section may not contain a complete list of candidates. A complete list of candidates appears on the Sample Ballot 
section of this pamphlet. Each candidate’s statement in this pamphlet is volunteered by the candidate and is printed at the 
expense of the candidate unless otherwise determined by the governing body. Deposit amounts required for publication of 
candidate statements are listed in the candidate handbook at www.voteinfo.net. 
 

Statements made on the following pages represent the views of the authors and are not endorsed by the County of Riverside. 
Internet website addresses included in any statements are provided by the authors. The County of Riverside assumes no liability for the 
accuracy or content of websites listed therein. 
 

Arguments in support of or in opposition to the ballot measures are opinions of the authors.  
 

The text, grammar, and spelling are as submitted by the authors. 
 
 

Campaign Finance Reform 
 

Among all state legislative candidates appearing on ballots in Riverside County, the following persons have pledged to abide by 
campaign spending limits as specified in the California Government Code. Candidates agreeing to the limits have the opportunity 
to publish a statement of qualifications in the local Sample Ballot Pamphlet. Not all districts will appear on your ballot. 
 

 

STATE SENATE, 23rd DISTRICT 

Ronald J. O’Donnell, Democratic 

Mike Morrell, Republican 

 

STATE SENATE, 31st DISTRICT 

Richard Reed, Republican 

 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 42nd DISTRICT 

Chad Mayes, Republican  

Greg Rodriguez, Democratic 

 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 56th DISTRICT 

Eduardo Garcia, Democratic 

 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 60th DISTRICT 

Sabrina Cervantes, Democratic 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 61st DISTRICT 

Hector Diaz, Republican 

Jose Medina, Democratic 
 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 67th DISTRICT 

Jorge Lopez, Democratic  

Melissa Melendez, Republican 

 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 71st DISTRICT 

Randy Voepel, Republican 

Leo Hamel, Republican 
 

STATE ASSEMBLY, 75th DISTRICT 

Marie Waldron, Republican

 

Party Endorsements – Elections Code § 13302(b) 
 

The County Elections Official shall print a list of all candidates for Voter-Nominated Offices that are endorsed by the following 
qualified political parties: 
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Kamala D. Harris, United States Senator 
Raul Ruiz, United States Representative, 36th District 
Mark Takano, United States Representative, 41st District  
Tim Sheridan, United States Representative, 42nd District 
Patrick Malloy, United States Representative, 50th District 
Richard Roth, State Senator, 31st District 
Greg Rodriguez, Member of the State Assembly, 42nd District  
Eduardo Garcia, Member of the State Assembly, 56th District 
Sabrina Cervantes, Member of the State Assembly, 60th District 
Jose Medina, Member of the State Assembly, 61st District 
Jorge Lopez, Member of the State Assembly, 67th District 
Andrew Masiel Sr., Member of the State Assembly, 75th District  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPUBLICAN PARTY 
Jeff Stone, United States Representative, 36th District 
Doug Shepherd, United States Representative, 41st District  
Ken Calvert, United States Representative, 42nd District 
Duncan Hunter, United States Representative, 50th District 
Mike Morrell, State Senator, 23rd District 
Richard Reed, State Senator, 31st District 
Chad Mayes, Member of the State Assembly, 42nd District  
Eric F. Linder, Member of the State Assembly, 60th District 
Hector Diaz, Member of the State Assembly, 61st District 
Melissa Melendez, Member of the State Assembly, 67th District 
Marie Waldron, Member of the State Assembly, 75th District  
 
AMERICAN INDEPENDENT PARTY 

Ken Calvert, United States Representative, 42nd District 
Duncan Hunter, United States Representative, 50th District 
Mike Morrell, State Senator, 23rd District 
Chad Mayes, Member of the State Assembly, 42nd District 
Eric F. Linder, Member of the State Assembly, 60th District 
Melissa Melendez, Member of the State Assembly, 67th District 

33-VP8  
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE,
36TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

JEFF STONE, Republican 
OCCUPATION: Pharmacist / California Senator
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
Washington is broken and Congress must share the blame. The $20 
trillion debt; the expanding threat of ISIS and Islamist terrorism; the failed 
healthcare system; the constant calls for high taxes - these problems 
are all products of politicians who have failed their oath of office, failed 
their country and us.

We can’t expect change unless we’re willing to vote for leaders committed 
to doing what’s right, even when it means shaking up the status quo. I am 
running for Congress to do exactly that and give you the representation 
you deserve.

As your new representative in Congress, I will work to:

-Grow our economy to create good paying jobs; reduce regulations and 
protect American business and American workers.
-Repeal dangerous “deals” with countries like Iran that sponsor terrorism, 
murder members of the LBGT community and seek to destroy our friend 
Israel.
-Stop government from interfering too much in our lives and businesses.
-Increase and improve services for Veterans, military personnel and 
their families.
-Stop tax increases - you already pay too much - and balance the budget 
by cutting waste and bureaucracy.

I am a husband, father, grandfather pharmacist, small business owner 
and citizen-Senator. I am dedicated to keeping our nation safe, protecting 
your constitutional rights and improving our economy.

I’m proud to be endorsed by the Riverside Sheriffs Association, District 
Attorney Mike Hestrin, Riverside County Treasurer Don Kent, four 
County Supervisors and more than 70 elected public servants. I would 
be honored to receive your vote. 
Thank you.

33-1150-XX

CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE,
 36TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

RAUL RUIZ M.D., Democratic 
OCCUPATION: Congressman, Emergency Physician 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
I am not a career politician, and never will be. I’m an emergency physician 
who ran for office to serve people in our communities, just like I have 
for my entire adult life. 

As a doctor, I’m trained to put people first: 

I REPEATEDLY SUPPORTED STRENGTHENING OUR FIGHT AGAINST 
TERROR: I strongly oppose allowing Iran to develop nuclear weapons, 
and I supported tougher sanctions against Iran if they test new missiles 
or arm terrorists. 

I STOOD UP AGAINST CUTS IN SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE: 
I promised that I would never vote to cut Social Security or Medicare 
benefits, and I’ve kept my promise. 

I STOOD UP FOR VETERANS: I sponsored a “Veterans University” to 
help local vets learn about the benefits and resources they’ve earned. 
And, I’ve helped hundreds of veterans cut through red tape to get the 
benefits they deserve. 

I OPPOSED PERKS FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: I will vote against 
any pay raises for Congress, and I wrote legislation to prohibit Members 
of Congress from using taxpayer money to fly first class and lease luxury 
vehicles. 

I FOUGHT TO MAKE SURE FAMILIES HAVE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH CARE. As a physician, I understand the importance of health 
care. That’s why I voted to prevent insurance companies from denying 
coverage to people with pre-existing conditions, and to help people keep 
their existing policies under the new health care law. 

We can’t afford more partisan gridlock in Washington. That’s why I’d be 
honored to have your support. 
Thank you.

33-1150-XX33-1150-01
RV-204-011



CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
MEMBER OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY,

42ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

CHAD MAYES, Republican AGE: 39
OCCUPATION: Member of the State Assembly
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
Two years ago, I was honored to receive your trust to provide our community a 
stronger voice in Sacramento. I’m proud that my reputation as an independent 
minded leader allows me to reach across party lines to get things done. 

As Assembly Republican Leader, I negotiated directly with Governor 
Brown to pass a bipartisan compromise measure to reduce the cost of 
healthcare for Californians by $100 million, reduce state debt by $400 
million and dedicate $175 million toward fixing our broken roads and 
bridges.

Further, I’ve made fighting for middle class Californians a priority. From 
working to expand the child care tax credit so more families can afford 
child care to supporting career and technical training to elevate workers 
from minimum wage jobs into good paying, meaningful careers. 

Together, we have accomplished a lot, but there is more to do. 

To ease our water problems we must build more reservoirs to increase 
storage and ensure a safe, reliable water supply. We must reform 
California’s teacher tenure system to ensure our students are taught 
by the very best. 

I believe anything is possible in a society that opens up opportunity 
equally for all and provides the freedom to achieve our dreams.

While we’ve made progress, it’s clear that we have more work to do 
to move beyond Sacramento’s closed system and towards an open 
government that empowers each of us to succeed in this new dynamic 
economy.

The world is changing; let’s change it for the better.

Join me at ChadMayes.com

33-1230-XX

CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
MEMBER OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY,

42ND ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

GREG RODRIGUEZ, Democratic 
OCCUPATION: Community Health Manager
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
I was raised in Southern California by a single mom who worked three 
jobs. I learned the values of personal responsibility and a strong work 
ethic early on. I worked my way through college studying economics 
and political science. Twenty years ago, I left work to become a full-time 
father after adopting my autistic nephew and another son who had been 
in five different foster homes before he was four. I am the only candidate 
in this race who has had children and knows the challenges parents 
face. I fought for solutions for children with developmental disabilities 
and improving education. I became District Director for Congressman 
Raul Ruiz and spent two years leading a team that delivered unparalleled 
constituent services to veterans, seniors, and other residents.
I am running for State Assembly to take my passion for solutions to 
Sacramento to get the results we need here in our district. With my  
passion for service I will work to create jobs, reduce crime, invest in 
renewable energy, strengthen our education system, create long-term 
solutions for water shortages and the Salton Sea, and most importantly 
to me, address our mental health and homeless issues in our district.
You can count on me to represent you and achieve results for everyone. 
Visit gregrodriguez.com. I would be honored to have your vote.

33-1230-XX33-1230-07
RV-204-012



CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
MAYOR,

CITY OF LA QUINTA

LINDA EVANS AGE: 52
OCCUPATION: La Quinta Mayor / Businesswoman
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
 As Mayor for the past two years and Councilmember since 2009, I’m   
honored to represent the residents of La Quinta. I want to continue to  
serve as your Mayor. I understand City Government and the financial 
challenges that cities face. I’m proud that La Quinta engages its residents 
to participate on committees, commissions, workshops, focus groups, 
and events. We collectively create the value and our quality of life. Our 
Council is fiscally responsible; which is a direct result of the practice to 
pursue economic growth, develop new revenue opportunities, and ensure 
our future. 

My priorities:
• Fiscal responsibility, protection of our local tax dollars;
• Public Safety: I support law enforcement and fire services; low 

crime provides value;
• Economic growth of SilverRock to generate needed hotel, retail 

and property tax revenue; and
• Quality of Life: Through regional collaboration, we will continue 

to develop activities for our youth, services for our seniors, and 
promote a healthy community for all residents.

I have brought new energy to La Quinta and City government. Our 
business and residential sectors have grown, and the work to ensure 
our future continues. I would be honored to receive your vote for Mayor. 

Thank you. 

Learn more at: www.LindaForMayor.org

33-3590-XX33-3590-65
RV-204-013
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER,

CITY OF LA QUINTA

STEVE SANCHEZ 
OCCUPATION: Commercial Real Estate Agent 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
As a patriot and a proud veteran, having served my country as a US 
Marine for 8 years, including a tour in Iraq, I am running for the La Quinta 
City Council.

My business experience includes telecommunications, district director 
for a state legislator, account executive for local media companies, and 
currently I’m a successful commercial real estate agent specializing in 
multifamily housing and investment properties. 

I’ve long had a passion and commitment to my community as a past 
board member for the La Quinta Chamber of Commerce, and a current 
board member for Leadership Coachella Valley, Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters of The Desert, Young Scholar Association, a member of various 
veteran associations, and volunteer for numerous charities.

As a resident, I appreciate what’s been achieved over the decades, 
and will seek to build on that success and continue to keep La Quinta 
relevant, a destination for businesses, tourism and a vibrant community 
for residents to call home. From our parks, to arts and culture, serene 
neighborhoods, public safety and the Highway 111 business corridor, I 
will work with the City staff, Council and residents to keep La Quinta the 
Gem of the Desert.

I’m Steve Sanchez, and I’m asking for your vote. 

33-3600-XX

CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER,

CITY OF LA QUINTA

VICTORIA LLORT 
OCCUPATION: Businesswoman / Non-Profit Executive 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
As a lifelong Coachella Valley resident, La Quinta, my home, is the “gem” 
close to my heart. I ask to be your next La Quinta City Councilmember. 
La Quinta needs a fiscally responsible and future-thinking representative 
on City Council; a fresh voice that actively supports public safety, local 
businesses, and advocates a balanced budget. I will be a fresh voice 
standing up for La Quinta’s community values, while encouraging new 
economic developments. These issues are critically important:

• Public Safety
• Sales Tax
• The La Quinta Business District and the East Valley Coalition
• Community Outreach

• The Greater Coachella Valley Chamber of Commerce
• Youth leadership development
• Involvement in activities that La Quinta residents are 

interested in
• Preserve the “Dark Sky Ordinance”
• Solve the La Quinta Bighorn sheep issue with the environmental 

community
• Hillside Development safe guards

I will bring a strong work ethic to City Council. I have significant 
management experience running a non-profit organization, and a passion 
for solutions to get things done. I will provide transparency and cooperate 
with community leaders. 
I received my International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma from La Quinta 
High School, two degrees from the University of Redlands, and Masters 
in Political Science from the University of Nebraska, Omaha.
I ask for your vote November 8th.
Tomorrow Starts Today, Vote Victoria Llort

33-3600-XX

CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER,

CITY OF LA QUINTA

KRISTY FRANKLIN 
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
For the past four years I have had the privilege of serving as your City 
Councilwoman. I have worked diligently to insure that our citizens feel safe 
and that our fiscal ship remains upright. The consistency in maintaining 
these two factors are my number one priority and will be paramount in 
assuring that La Quinta citizens maintain a balanced quality of life. 

We have survived the “Great Recession” and the dissolution of 
Redevelopment Agencies; we have been proactive in converting City 
properties to drought-tolerant landscaping; north La Quinta parkways 
are being beautified; and many more projects have been completed in 
an effort to showcase the “Gem of the Desert’’. 

My re-election platform is geared toward: Maintaining our city’s 
quaintness and protecting our schools, neighborhoods and families; 
supporting our numerous Community Services programs; continuing to 
have an open dialogue with new and established businesses; and being 
a part of experienced leadership that La Quinta needs. 

I welcome your concerns and ideas: kristyforlaquinta@gmail.com or  
760 564-1272 

Background: Longtime business woman; BS in advertising from the 
University of Florida

33-3600-XX

33-3600-66
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER,

CITY OF LA QUINTA

KATHLEEN FITZPATRICK AGE: 67
OCCUPATION: La Quinta Planning Commissioner
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
I bring experience to the La Quinta City Council.
In 2008, I was appointed to the Community Services Commission and am 
currently a City Planning Commissioner. I understand our city’s culture, 
and have assisted in the development of our “GEM” for many years. I 
serve on the Board of the La Quinta Historical Society, volunteer for the 
La Quinta Arts Foundation; and, mentor high school students.

I retired in 2005, after a 33 years with the City of Los Angeles, where I 
was employed as a Landscape Designer, Construction Project Manager 
and the Superintendent of Recreation and Parks’ Department capital 
improvement program. I know the challenges and opportunities of city 
government and will make smart decisions for La Quinta. I will focus on 
strong fiscal management of revenues. La Quinta must continue to grow; 
maintain public facilities; preserve and enhance quality services and, 
include the increased costs of public safety for it’s citizens.

Highway 111, Old Town, and SilverRock Resort are development priorities 
to enhance the City’s revenue. I will promote economic growth and ensure 
La Quinta’s high level of design and development standards.

Allow me to represent you.
I would be honored to receive your vote on November 8.

Thank you.
contact@fitzpatrick4lq.com

33-3600-XX

CANDIDATE STATEMENT FOR 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER,

CITY OF LA QUINTA

JOSEPH A. JOHNSON 
OCCUPATION: Retired Investigator
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS:
I am running for City Council because I feel I can bring a wide range 
of experience and new ideas to the table. My position is no sales tax 
increase and intense scrutiny for every expense dollar. 
My education includes undergrad at NYU, graduate business courses at 
Pepperdine and a Juris Doctor from Southern California Institute of Law. 
lnstead of practicing law I went into public service as an Investigator for 
Los Angeles County Consumer Affairs where at various times I ran the 
Mediation, Consumer Protection, Real Estate Fraud and Identity Theft 
units. I have worked with law enforcement and prosecutors in all Counties 
in Southern California as well as the California Attorney General and 
multiple Federal Agencies. Now retired, I do have a Real Estate sales 
license, though I do not practice
No expense is sacred. No potential revenue source will be dismissed out 
of hand. If there is waste it will be uncovered and dealt with. I come in 
with fresh eyes, no agenda, no special interests, and will investigate the 
facts and where the evidence leads and report to my boss, the people 
of La Quinta.

33-3600-XX33-3600-67
RV-204-015



MEASURE “CC” – DESERT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
FULL TEXT OF BOND PROPOSITION

DESERT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
COLLEGE EXPANSION, REPAIR AND MODERNIZATION MEASURE

This Proposition may be known and referred to as the “Desert Community College District College Expansion, Repair and Modernization 
Measure” or as “Measure CC”.

BOND AUTHORIZATION
By approval of this proposition by at least 55% of the registered voters voting on the proposition, the Desert  Community College District (the 

‘’District”) shall be authorized to issue and sell bonds of up to $577,860,000 in aggregate principal amount to provide financing for the specific facilities 
projects listed under the heading entitled “BOND PROJECT LIST” below (the “Bond Project List”), subject to all of the accountability safeguards 
specified below.

ACCOUNTABILITY SAFEGUARDS
The provisions in this section are specifically included in this proposition in order that the voters and taxpayers of the District may be assured 

that their money will be spent to address specific facilities needs of the District, all in compliance with the requirements of Article XIIIA, Section 1(b)(3) 
of the California Constitution, and the Strict Accountability in Local School Construction Bonds Act of 2000 (codified at Sections 15264 and following 
of the California Education Code (the “Education Code”)).

Evaluation of Needs. The Board of Trustees of the District (the “Board”) has conducted a thorough assessment of all facilities in order to evaluate 
and address the facilities needs of the District at each campus and facility, and to determine which projects to finance from a local bond at this time. 
The Board hereby certifies that it has evaluated safety, class size reduction and information technology needs in developing the Bond Project List.

Limitations on Use of Bonds. Proceeds from the sale of bonds authorized by this proposition shall be used only for the construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of college facilities, including the furnishing and equipping of college facilities, or the acquisition or lease 
of real property for college facilities, and not for any other purpose, including teacher and administrator salaries and other college operating expenses.

Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee. The Board shall establish an independent citizens’ oversight committee (pursuant to Education 
Code Section 15278 and following), to ensure bond proceeds are expended only for the community college facilities projects listed in the Bond 
Project List. The committee shall be established within 60 days of the date when the results of the election appear in the minutes of the Board. In 
accordance with Section 15282 of the Education Code, the citizens’ oversight committee shall consist of at least seven members and shall include 
a member active in a business organization representing the business community located within the District, a member active in a senior citizens’ 
organization, a member active in a bona fide taxpayers’ organization, a member that is a student who is both currently enrolled in the District and 
active in a community college group, such as student government, and a member that is active in the support and organization of a community 
college or the community colleges of the District, such as a member of an advisory council or foundation. No employee or official of the District and 
no vendor, contractor or consultant of the District shall be appointed to the citizens’ oversight committee.

Annual Performance Audits. The Board shall conduct an annual, independent performance audit to ensure that the bond proceeds have 
been expended only on the community college facilities projects listed in the Bond Project List. These audits shall be conducted in accordance with 
the Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States for performance audits. The results of these audits shall 
be made publicly available and shall be submitted to the citizens’ oversight committee in accordance with Section 15286 of the Education Code.

Annual Financial Audits. The Board shall conduct an annual, independent financial audit of the bond proceeds until all of those proceeds 
have been spent for the community college facilities projects listed in the Bond Project List. These audits shall be conducted in accordance with 
the Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States for financial audits. The results of these audits shall 
be made publicly available and shall be submitted to the citizens’ oversight committee in accordance with Section 15286 of the Education Code.

Special Bond Proceeds Account; Annual Report to Board. Upon approval of this proposition and the sale of any bonds approved, the 
Board shall take actions necessary to establish an account in which proceeds of the sale of bonds will be deposited. As long as any proceeds of the 
bonds remain unexpended, the Superintendent of the District shall cause a report to be filed with the Board no later than January 1 of each year, 
commencing January 1, 2018, stating (a) the amount of bond proceeds received and expended in that year, and (b) the status of any project funded 
or to be funded from bond proceeds. The report may relate to the calendar year, fiscal year, or other appropriate annual period as the Superintendent 
of the District shall determine, and may be incorporated into the annual budget, audit, or other appropriate routine report to the Board.

FURTHER SPECIFICATIONS
Single Purpose. All of the purposes enumerated in this proposition shall be united and voted upon as one single proposition, pursuant to 

Education Code Section 15100, and all the enumerated purposes shall constitute the specific single purpose of the bonds, and proceeds of the 
bonds shall be spent only for such purpose, pursuant to California Government Code Section 53410.

Other Terms of the Bonds. When sold, the bonds shall bear interest at an annual rate not exceeding the statutory maximum, and that interest 
shall be made payable at the time or times permitted by law. The bonds may be issued and sold in several series, and no bond shall be made to 
mature more than the statutory maximum number of years from the date borne by that bond.

BOND PROJECT LIST
The Bond Project List below lists the specific projects the District proposes to finance with proceeds of the bonds. The Bond Project List shall 

be considered a part of the bond proposition and shall be reproduced in any official document required to contain the full statement of the bond 
proposition. Listed projects will be completed as needed at a particular District facility or site according to Board-established priorities, and the order 
in which such projects appear on the Bond Project List is not an indication of priority for funding or completion. Any authorized repairs shall be capital 
expenditures. The project list does not authorize non-capital expenditures. Each project is assumed to include its share of costs of the election and 
bond issuance, construction-related costs, such as project and construction management, architectural, engineering, inspection and similar planning 
and testing costs, demolition and interim housing costs, legal, accounting and similar fees, costs related to the independent annual financial and 
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performance audits, a contingency for unforeseen design and construction costs, and other costs incidental to and necessary for completion of the 
listed projects (whether the related work is performed by the District or third parties). The final cost of each project will be determined as plans are 
finalized, construction bids are awarded, and projects are completed. In addition, certain construction funds from non-bond sources, including State 
of California grant funds for eligible projects and redevelopment pass-through funds, have not yet been secured and/or received. Therefore, the Board 
cannot guarantee that the bonds will provide sufficient funds to allow completion of all listed projects. Alternatively, if the District obtains unexpected 
funds from non-bond sources with respect to listed projects, such projects may be enhanced, supplemented or expanded to the extent of such funds. 
Some projects may be subject to further government approvals, including by State officials and boards and/or local environmental or agency approval. 
Inclusion of a project on the Bond Project List is not a guarantee that the project will be completed (regardless of whether bond funds are available).

The specific projects authorized to be financed with proceeds of the bonds under this proposition are as follows:

COLLEGE EXPANSION, REPAIR AND MODERNIZATION PROJECTS
The following projects are authorized to be financed at the District’s new, future and existing campuses and college locations, including:

Palm Desert Campus      Indio Campus 
East Valley Campus     West Valley Campus

Community Centered sites throughout the Coachella Valley
• Modernize, upgrade, renovate, rehabilitate, re-configure, repair, replace, restore, expand and/or upgrade classrooms, classroom buildings, 

labs (including science and technology labs), career training facilities, career placement centers/facilities, veterans support services facilities, 
public safety training facilities, theater/performing arts facilities, childcare facilities, restrooms, common areas and college support and 
administration facilities (including library, multipurpose room/auditorium, food storage, preparation and service, cafeteria and office/staff/
faculty support facilities, whether permanent, portable or modular including interior and exterior (as applicable)), doors, windows, door and 
window hardware, roofs, rain gutters and downspouts, walls, ceilings and floors and finishes, paint, siding, insulation, casework, cabinets, 
secured storage, carpets, drapes, window coverings, infrastructure, lighting, acoustics, staging, sinks, drinking fountains, fixtures, signage, 
fencing, landscaping, furniture and equipment.

• Construct new campus buildings, including classrooms/classroom buildings, labs (including science and technology labs), library, performing 
arts and film facilities, career placement centers/facilities, student services and administration buildings, office/staff/faculty support facilities, 
building/facility/university center for student support services, including career placement center, career training classrooms and related 
 facilities, veterans support service facilities, public safety training facilities, observatory facilities, food storage, preparation and service facilities, 
childcare facilities, restrooms, and related college facilities.

• Construct, improve, reconfigure, expand, and/or install sidewalks, parking areas, and related areas.
• Construct/install outdoor learning areas, including shade/rain structures, sitting areas, fencing and landscaping.
• Renovate, replace, upgrade, acquire, install and/or integrate major site/building/utility systems, equipment and related infrastructure and 

housing, including lighting, electrical (including electrical switchgear and related infrastructure for modern technology), heating, refrigeration, 
cooling and ventilation, water, sewer, gas, irrigation, drainage, and energy efficiency/management monitoring systems, networks, fixtures, 
equipment and controls.

• Acquire, install, upgrade and/or construct renewable energy and/or energy-saving systems, improvements and equipment, including electricity 
generation and distribution systems and/or water heating systems, natural light improvements, upgraded insulation and roofing, efficient 
lighting, windows and window coverings, shade structures, energy management and conservation systems, and other passive technologies, 
and structures to support such systems, improvements and equipment and related infrastructure.

• Upgrade, expand, acquire and/or install technology equipment, fixtures and infrastructure, including computers, tablets, mobile devices, 
software, interactive educational technology, digital projectors and cameras, monitors, audio systems, video systems, network equipment 
(including servers, network interface devices, network switches and routers, wireless network equipment, firewalls, network security equipment, 
racking, power and cooling equipment, wiring and uninterruptible power supplies), etc.

• Upgrade and/or acquire and install fencing, security lighting, fire detection and suppression, security alarm, video surveillance, emergency, 
master key and door lock, clock, bell, data, voice and audio-visual communication (including telephone and public address) systems, networks, 
fixtures, equipment and controls.

• The inspection and analysis of grounds, buildings, fixtures and structures, including parking lots, restrooms, drinking fountains, to assess 
health and safety risks to students, faculty, staff, parents and the public and compliance with local, state and federal building, health, safety, 
access and other related requirements, including seismic safety requirements, requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and 
Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) requirements, and the improvement, correction, repair or renovation of such grounds, 
buildings, fixtures and structures or portions thereof identified as such health and safety risks or acquire, install and/or construct other 
improvements to comply with such laws and requirements.

MISCELLANEOUS
All listed bond projects include the following as needed:

• Removal of hazardous materials such as asbestos and lead paint as needed.
• Construction and/or installation of access improvements for disabled persons, as required by state and federal law.
• Planning, designing and providing temporary housing necessary for listed bond projects.
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• Acquisition of any rights-of-way, easements, and/or real property made necessary by listed bond projects, or lease of real property for the 
listed college facilities projects.

• Necessary onsite and offsite preparation or restoration in connection with new construction, renovation or remodeling, or installation or removal 
of relocatable buildings, including demolition of structures; removing, replacing, or installing irrigation, drainage, utility lines (gas, water, sewer, 
electrical, data and voice, etc.), trees and landscaping; relocating fire access roads; and acquiring any necessary easements, licenses, land 
or rights of way made necessary by listed bond projects.

• Address other unforeseen conditions revealed by construction, renovation or modernization (including plumbing or gas line breaks, dry rot, 
seismic and structural deficiencies, etc.).

• Acquire or construct storage facilities and other space on an interim basis, as needed to accommodate construction materials, equipment, 
and personnel, and interim classrooms (including relocatables) for students and college functions or other storage for classroom materials 
displaced during construction.

• For any project involving renovation, rehabilitation or repair of a building or the major portion of a building, the District shall be authorized to 
proceed with new replacement construction/re-construction instead (including any necessary demolition), if the Board of Trustees of the District 
determines that replacement and new construction/re-construction is more practical than renovation, rehabilitation and repair, considering 
the building’s age, condition, expected remaining life, comparative cost and other relevant factors.

• Furnishing and equipping of classrooms and other college facilities; furnishing and equipping shall include initial purchases, and scheduled 
and necessary replacements, upgrades and updating of technology.

• All other costs and work necessary and incidental to the listed bond projects.
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MEASURE “CC”– DESERT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
TAX RATE STATEMENT

An election will be held in the Desert Community College District (the “District”) on November 8, 2016, to authorize the sale of up to $577,860,000 
in bonds of the District to finance community college facilities as described in the proposition. If the bonds are approved, the District expects to issue 
the Bonds in multiple series over time. Principal and interest on the bonds will be payable from the proceeds of tax levies made upon the taxable 
property in the District. The following information is provided in compliance with Sections 9400 through 9404 of the California Elections Code.

1. The best estimate of the tax which would be required to be levied to fund this bond issue during the first fiscal year after the sale of the 
first series of bonds, based on estimated assessed valuations available at the time of filing of this statement, is 1.95 cents per $100 ($19.50 
per $100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2017-18.
2. The best estimate of the tax rate which would be required to be levied to fund this bond issue during the first fiscal year after the sale of 
the last series of bonds, based on estimated assessed valuations available at the time of filing of this statement, is 1.95 cents per $100 ($19.50 
per $100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2025-26.
3. The best estimate of the highest tax rate which would be required to be levied to fund this bond issue, based on estimated assessed 
valuations available at the time of filing of this statement, is 1.95 cents per $100 ($19.50 per $100,000) of assessed valuation and is expected 
to remain approximately the same in each year during the term of repayment of the bonds.
4. The best estimate of the total debt service, including the principal and interest, that would be required to be repaid if all of the bonds are 
issued and sold is $1,075,000,000.
Voters should note that estimated tax rates are based on the ASSESSED VALUE of taxable property on the County’s official tax rolls, not on 

the property’s market value, which could be more or less than the assessed value. In addition, taxpayers eligible for a property tax exemption, such 
as the homeowner’s exemption, will be taxed at a lower effective tax rate than described above. Certain taxpayers may also be eligible to postpone 
payment of taxes. Property owners should consult their own property tax bills and tax advisors to determine their property’s assessed value and 
any applicable tax exemptions.

Attention of all voters is directed to the fact that the foregoing information is based upon the District’s projections and estimates only, which 
are not binding upon the District. The actual tax rates and the years in which they will apply, and the actual total debt service, may vary from those 
presently estimated, due to variations from these estimates in the timing of bond sales, the amount of bonds sold and market interest rates at the 
time of each sale, and actual assessed valuations over the term of repayment of the bonds. The dates of sale and the amount of bonds sold at any 
given time will be determined by the District based on need for construction funds and other factors, including the legal limitations on bonds approved 
by a 55% affirmative vote. The actual interest rates at which the bonds will be sold will depend on the bond market at the time of each sale. Actual 
future assessed valuation will depend upon the amount and value of taxable property within the District as determined by the County Assessor in 
the annual assessment and the equalization process.
Dated: July 20, 2016.      By: Joel L. Kinnamon

 Superintendent / President
 Desert Community College District
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IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE “CC”

The Board of Education (“Board”) of the Desert Community College 
District (“District”) by adopting Resolution No. 072016-2 (“Resolution”), 
elected to call an election pursuant to Section 18 of Article XVI and 
Section 1 of Article XIII A of the California Constitution and Section 
15100 and 15624 et seq. of the California Education Code to obtain 
authorization to issue and sell general obligation Bonds (“Bonds”) in 
the aggregate amount principal amount of five hundred seventy seven 
million and eight hundred sixty thousand dollars ($577,860,000.00). 
This Measure was placed on the ballot by the Board of the above-
identified District. 
The Bonds would be used by the District to expand, repair and upgrade 
and expand classrooms, buildings, labs, career training facilities, 
among other facilities, at the following campuses: Palm Desert, East 
Valley, Indio, West Valley and Community Centered sites throughout 
the Coachella Valley. The Bonds may also be used to upgrade, 
expand, acquire and/or install technology equipment, fixtures and 
infrastructure, upgrade and/or acquire and install security measure, 
remove hazardous material, construct and install access improvements 
for disabled persons, and acquisition or lease of real property for the 
listed college facilities projects. 
The Bonds would not be used to fund the salaries, pensions or benefits 
of any board members, administrator, and/or teachers or for other 
school operating expenses. 
If Measure CC is approved, the Board of the District will appoint 
a citizens’ oversight committee, and conduct annual independent 
financial and performance audits to assure that bond funds are spent 
only on the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement 
of school facilities, including the furnishing and modernization of 
school facilities, or the construction of school facilities, and for no 
other purposes. 
An ad valorem tax would be levied and collected on property within the 
boundaries of the District to pay the principal and interest on the Bonds. 
The Resolution provides that the maximum interest rate on the Bonds 
will not exceed the maximums statutory rate and the maximum term of 
the Bonds, or any series thereof, will not exceed applicable statutory 
maximum. The best estimate of the total debt service, including 
the principal and interest that would be required if all of the bonds 
are issued and sold is one billion and seventy-five million dollars 
($1,075,000,000). 
For this Measure to be approved fifty-five percent (55%) of qualified 
voters who vote on the Measure must vote yes. 
A “YES” vote on Measure “CC” is a vote to allow the District to sell the 
Bonds and levy the necessary taxes to pay for the Bonds. 
A “NO” vote on Measure “CC” is a vote against allowing the District 
to sell the Bonds and levy the necessary taxes to pay for the Bonds. 

By: Ronak N. Patel, Deputy County Counsel
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE “CC”

Vote Yes on Measure CC to relieve overcrowding, increase job and 
career training facilities and modernize College of the Desert.
College of the Desert has been the leading source of higher education 
for nearly 60 years, providing career training for students  and serving  
as an affordable springboard for those who want to continue their 
education at a four-year university.
Measure CC will keep College of the Desert working for our community, 
allowing the college to:

• Build more classrooms and science labs to relieve overcrowding.
• Update existing classrooms, labs, and technology to prepare 

students for four-year universities and high-paying jobs.
• Modernize and expand educational buildings and classrooms 

to train local nurses, firefighters, police officers, mechanics, 
technicians and dozens of other vital workers.

• Strengthen programs for returning veterans and prepare them 
for good-paying jobs.

• Boost and add science, engineering, and technology classrooms 
and labs.

Like any 60-year old institution, College of the Desert is in need of basic 
repairs and modernization, including replacing outdated electrical and 
plumbing systems, repairing leaky roofs and upgrading classrooms and 
facilities to meet current earthquake, fire and safety codes.
Measure CC will help College of the Desert build, expand and upgrade 
the facilities needed to provide the top-notch technical training needed 
in emerging, high-demand fields to train our workforce and keep the  
local economy strong.
By law, no Measure CC money can be spent on administrator 
salaries. Independent audits and an oversight committee ensure strict 
accountability. Every penny from Measure CC benefits College of the  
Desert - funds cannot be taken by the state.
Join Coachella Valley nurses, police officers, firefighters, students, 
alumni, faculty, community and business leaders, financial planners, 
taxpayers, and seniors in voting YES on Measure CC.
Keep affordable, quality college education and job training at College 
of the Desert working for our community.

By:  Guadalupe Ramos Watson, Councilmember City of Indio, COD 
Alumni Hall of Fame Member

 John Benoit, Riverside County Supervisor
  Stanley E. Henry, Retired Police Chief, Mayor, City of Cathedral City
  John J. Peña, Mayor Pro Tem City of La Quinta, COD Alumni 

Hall of Fame Member
  Christine Anderson, Superintendent of Schools, PSUSD, Retired
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE “CC”

The supporters of Measure CC justify the proposed $577,860,000 
Bond issue as necessary to “relieve overcrowding, increase job and 
career training facilities and modernize College of the Desert.” They 
also cite issues inherent with “...any 60-year old institution...in need 
of basic repairs and modernization.”
With passage of the $372,000,000 Bond issue in 2004, the “60-year 
old” Palm Desert campus has been greatly updated and expanded 
with the construction of several new buildings, many of which house 
administrative offices and numerous new classrooms. Several older 
facilities and classrooms have been renovated to meet updated building 
requirements, functional and aesthetic upgrades were incorporated on 
campus, an early Bond project renovated aging in-ground systems, and 
the college expanded with new classrooms in Indio and the east valley. 
As such, many of the justifications cited for replacing outdated systems, 
fixing leaky roofs, and relieving overcrowding appear to be overstated.
This $577,860,000 Bond issue request balloons to over $1 billion after 
interest over the up-to 40 years debt obligation period is added, with 
another lien placed on your property to guarantee that debt. This is 
excessive when considering how much has already been accomplished 
using the 2004 Bond issue funds, for which we are still paying and will 
be for many years to come.
Vote NO on Measure CC to eliminate higher property taxes, another 
lien on your property, and the inevitable cost increases to all renters 
as these tax increases are passed along.

By: Carole J. Van Zandt
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ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE “CC”

The College of the Desert Board of Trustees is asking voters to approve 
a $577,860,000 Bond measure to fund myriad construction, upgrade, 
repair, and renovation projects for the main campus and satellite 
sites within the Coachella Valley.  Considering the $372 million Bond 
measure approved by the voters in 2004 for the same purposes, 
seeking another Bond measure of this magnitude seems excessive: 
a total face value of $949,860,000.  In that regard, the Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayer Association in its Heads Up, Taxpayers report on their 
website, www.hjta.org , states that “Voters have a right to know that 
a Bond will place a lien against homes for as long as 40 years to 
guarantee repayment that, once interest is calculated, will cost at least 
double its face value.”
If approved this measure will result in yet another property tax 
increase—we are still paying for the 2004 Bond measure—and 
placement of yet another lien on our property.  Because these types 
of Bond measure obligations are repaid solely through increasing our 
property taxes, approval of the Bond measure will likely cause rental 
rates to also increase.  Now is the time to ask if Riverside and Imperial 
Counties can afford to repay another $1 billion dollar debt obligation 
through our ever increasing property taxes. Vote NO on measure CC.

By: Carole J. Van Zandt
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE “CC”

For sixty years, College of the Desert has strategically planned, grown 
and adapted to serve the Coachella Valley.
College of the Desert has always met the challenges of providing higher 
education opportunities to Coachella Valley residents. As a result, our 
community has benefitted with better jobs, a better-trained workforce 
and a stronger local economy.
Measure CC will allow College of the Desert to continue to meet our 
current needs for higher education. It will also allow College of the 
Desert to accommodate our  community’s educational needs in the 
future.
Measure CC is smart planning that will enable College of the Desert to: 

Reduce overcrowding.
Build needed new classrooms and labs.
Expand higher education into the fields that are in most demand 
and offer well-paying jobs.
Emphasize career paths to nursing and medical jobs, law 
enforcement, firefighting, science and engineering fields.
Strengthen programs for preparing returning veterans for well-
paying careers.

This focus is good for our community, good for our families and good 
for our local economy.
Along with these benefits, Measure CC has safeguards. For example, 
no Measure CC money may be spent on administrator salaries. And, 
no Measure CC money may be taken by Sacramento to fund state 
programs. An independent Oversight Committee will insure our local 
benefits are delivered as promised.
Keep affordable, state of the art, quality college education and 
important job training at our College of the Desert working for the 
future of the Coachella Valley.
YES on CC.

By: Stanley E. Henry, Retired Police Chief / Mayor
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IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE “G”
City of La Quinta 

Ballot Measure Approving a City-Based One Percent (1%) 
Transactions (Sales) and Use Tax  

To Provide Funding for General City Services, Programs and Projects 
The City Council of the City of La Quinta has placed a One Percent (1%) 
sales tax measure (Measure) on the November 8, 2016 ballot to ask the 
City’s voters to approve an ordinance that would enact a City-based one 
percent (1%) sales tax (officially called a “Transactions and Use Tax”). If 
approved, the tax would add one cent per dollar to the price of an item 
subject to the tax. Sales taxes are levied on retail sales and uses of 
tangible personal property. Sales taxes are collected by retailers and sent 
to the State Board of Equalization, which distributes the tax proceeds. 
The current tax on retail sales in La Quinta is 8% of a purchase price. The 
City, however, receives only 1% of this 8%. The remainder goes to the 
State (6.25%) and Riverside County and Riverside County Transportation 
Commission (collectively, 0.75%). This Measure, if approved by the 
City’s voters, would authorize an additional City- based 1% sales tax, 
which would increase the total sales tax rate on retail sales in La Quinta 
from 8% to 9%. 
All revenue generated by this Measure would be protected from being 
diverted away from the City and its services, programs and projects 
pursuant to Article XIII, Section 24(b) of the California Constitution, 
which provides, “The [State] Legislature may not reallocate, transfer, 
borrow, appropriate, restrict the use of, or otherwise use the proceeds 
of any tax imposed or levied by a local government solely for the local 
government’s purposes.” A January 2016 final report from a 14-member 
volunteer advisory committee estimated six million dollars annually could 
be raised if the Measure is approved, but actual amounts raised may vary. 
All revenue generated by this Measure would go to the City’s general 
fund and would be available for expenditure for any and all services, 
programs and projects funded by the City, including: police protection; 
projects such as parks, streets, landscaping and flood control; programs 
attracting businesses; youth/senior services, sports/recreation programs; 
and preserving property values and quality of life. Because this Measure 
does not limit the use of tax revenue, under State law it is considered a 
“general tax,” not a “special tax” that restricts funds to a specific purpose. 
The permanent 1% sales tax proposed under this Measure would be 
subject to annual review by an independent citizen oversight committee. 
A “Yes” vote is in favor of adopting the City-based 1% sales tax under 
this Measure. A “No” vote is against adopting the City-based 1% sales 
tax under this Measure. If a simple majority of voters vote “Yes,” then this 
Measure will be approved and the ordinance authorizing the City-based 
1% sales tax will be adopted. 
Dated: August 11, 2016 
By: William H. Ihrke, City Attorney 
The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure “G”. If you desire 
a copy of the ordinance or Measure, please call the election official’s office 
at (760) 777-7123 and a copy will be mailed at no cost to you.
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE “G”

We support the 11/8/2016 ballot Measure G to raise the City of La 
Quinta (City) sales tax by 1%. The City is a premier community 
providing its residents with a rich and safe living experience. However, 
a number of factors have impacted the financial condition of our City. 
These include; the 2009 recession, dissolution of the La Quinta RDA, 
flattening sales and property tax revenues and rapidly increasing 
police expenditures.
The City, under the leadership of the Council and Manager, has taken 
many steps to address these financial issues. In 2015, the Council 
formed an Advisory Committee to get input from the community. 
The Advisory Committee was comprised of residents with diverse 
backgrounds, who for months independently analyzed the City’s 
finances. The Advisory Committee demonstrated that the City faced 
an uncertain future with projected expenditures exceeding projected 
revenues, leading to a $50 million deficit at the end of 10 years. Several 
revenue and expenditure recommendations were developed to improve 
the City’s financial condition including the recommendation to increase 
the sales tax by 1% from 8% to 9%.
Approximately one-third of the sales tax revenue is generated by City 
residents with two-thirds generated from those outside the community. 
The 1% sales tax increase will generate an additional $6 million in 
annual revenues. It is estimated that a City household with an annual 
income of $95,000 will only be impacted by an additional $91/year.
The additional sales tax revenue will help maintain a vibrant community 
and our quality of life. If the sales tax ballot measure does not pass, 
the only option is to reduce and/or eliminate critical infrastructure 
improvements and the services and programs we now enjoy.
We urge all residents to vote “Yes” in November on the sales tax 
increase ballot Measure G.

By: Mark L. Johnson
 Linda Williams
 George J. Botavick
 Douglas D. Hassett
 Marion Kay Wolff
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE “G”

It’s not the people making $95,000 a year we are worried about. 
The poor, the elderly and the young do not have the same access to 
transportation to go to neighboring cities to save money. They will pay 
the brunt of this.This is a regressive tax. Local businesses will suffer 
resulting in even less tax revenue. What is best for La Quinta is if all 
the surrounding cities raise their taxes and we don’t, becoming the 
city for saving money when shopping. Shop La Quinta!

• RDA money is borrowed money that we make huge yearly 
payments on.We can sell the undeveloped portion of the 
SilverRock property and use the proceeds to pay off that portion 
of RDA debt which the city owes plus save the interest for 30 
years. We would not have to make bond payments from our 
property tax receipts and that extra money would go into our 
general fund, we would then be in great shape.

• It’s not true that we must sell the SilverRock property for $1 per 
parcel. We can recoup what the city paid per acre plus. We need 
to implement plan B on the outdated SilverRock plans that were 
created over 20 years ago and have brought in no substantial 
revenue in fact the opposite and move on.

• What we need is a financial overhaul at City Hall.What we 
need is a new Vision. 
La Quinta’s budget can be balanced without a tax increase. 
Vote”NO” on Measure G.

By: William Gertz

 Bruce McKelvy
 Daniel Twohey
 Ingrid Twohey
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ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE “G”

The “tax and spend” culture in La Quinta needs to stop.After years of 
careless spending and irresponsible money management by our city 
and Council they are now asking taxpayers to cough up more money 
to bail them out of the mess they created, while they are holding onto 
substantial reserves. Over the last twenty years as a resident of La 
Quinta, I have seen:
*All types of fees added to my property tax, utility and cable bills some 
of them city related.
*Tax monies given away as business incentives or in the form of grants. 
*Sales tax and TOT rebates given to moneyed developers, and 
projects, to the detriment of our City finances.
*Awarding no bid costly consulting contracts to well connected 
individuals, for projects the city could do.
*Police, fire, and public employee salaries and benefits continuing to 
rise at alarming rates.
*The city sank a large amount of RDA funds into the SilverRock Project 
a money losing project. We are stuck with a large bond repayment, 
covering the golf course loses plus other related costs, which this year 
took $543,000 from our “General Fund”.The City has developed no 
Plan B to reduce those costs.
*The “Successor Agency” (RDA) has created a debt for the city of 
$350,000,000 which is repaid thru property taxes.
*This tax increase proposition is not a “Special Tax” which would 
address real  needs, but a tax that would be dumped into the “General 
Fund” to be spent by this Council as they see fit.
Approving this tax increase is like taking an Alka-Seltzer for your aching 
head when you need brain surgery.
We can VOTE NO to any new taxes and force change in our broken 
status quo system.

By: William Gertz
 Dolores Bernstein

 Bruce McKelvy
 Daniel Twohey
 Ingrid Twohey
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE “G”

The Argument Against Measure G is factually incorrect and misleading.
There is NOT a “Tax and Spend” culture in La Quinta.

•  Proposition 13 limits the property tax to 1% of assessed value 
and the City only receives 7 cents of every dollar paid in property 
tax revenue.

•  The City only receives 1% of the current 8% sales tax rate and 
that rate has not changed since 1982 (34 years)!

• �A�citizen’s�Advisory�Committee�analyzed� the�City’s�finances�
and found that numerous steps have been taken to reduce and 
control expenditures.

The�City’s�current�financial�situation� is�clearly� the�result�of�external�
factors of  which the City has little control.
The City follows strict government accounting requirements with 
reserves established for each fund---most of which are restricted. 
Total Available Reserves are currently $13.5 million. This is NOT a 
substantial amount considering the size and complexity of the City.
The�SilverRock�Resort�is�critical�to�the�future�financial�health�of�the�
City. The development will yield $17 million in additional revenues over 
the next 10 years.
Not�passing�Measure�G�will�lead�to�a�large�budget�deficit�in�10�years�
and critical infrastructure improvements, services and programs will 
be in peril.
When the community supports its City, we all win. This small investment 
reaps  the returns for safety, security and quality of life.
Vote Yes on Measure G to Protect Our Gem of the Desert–It just 
makes sense!

By: Mark L. Johnson
 Linda L. Williams
 George J. Batavick
 Douglas D. Hassett
 Marion Kay Wolff
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1299 Galleria at Tyler 
Riverside, CA 92503 

72-840 Highway 111 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 

40820 Winchester Road 
Temecula, CA 92591 

    C A N ’ T  M A K E  I T  O N  E L E C T I O N  D A Y ?     
W E ’ R E  M A K I N G  I T  E A S Y  T O  V O T E  E A R L Y

VOTE-BY-MAIL 

You can request your OFFICIAL VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT by using the application on the back of this 
Sample Ballot and Information Pamphlet. Return your Vote-by-Mail ballot by mail or at the following drop-off 
locations throughout Riverside County October 11 through November 7.

2724 Gateway Drive, Riverside, CA 92507 
October 11 through November 7 

(excluding Holidays) 

Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 29 and November 5 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Election Day, November 8 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

AT THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS OFFICE  

33-EV Drop Off Constant 

City Clerk’s Offices (as listed)  

The Registrar of Voters Office 
up until close of polls on 
Election Day. 

The Registrar of Voters 
24-hour Drop Box is available      
east of the main entry doors.

At any Polling Place in 
Riverside County on Election 
Day.

   
   

Please visit our website  
for all of the drop-off  
locations throughout  
Riverside County at 

WWW.VOTEINFO.NET

or

call our office at  
951-486-7200 or 

1-800-773-VOTE (8683) 

La Quinta 
Menifee
Moreno Valley 
Murrieta
Norco
Palm Desert 
Palm Springs 
Perris
Rancho Mirage 
Riverside
(open until 8:00 p.m. 
on Election Day) 

San Jacinto 
Temecula
Wildomar

Banning
Beaumont
Blythe
Calimesa
Canyon Lake 
Cathedral City 
Coachella  
Corona
Desert Hot Springs 
Eastvale
Hemet
Indian Wells 
Indio
Jurupa Valley 
Lake Elsinore 

Participating City Clerk’s Offices

AND AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
October 28 - 30, Friday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE BEEN DENIED ANY OF THESE RIGHTS, CALL THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S 

CONFIDENTIAL TOLL-FREE VOTER HOTLINE AT (800) 345-VOTE (8683).

VOTER BILL OF

RIGHTS
YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:

 1 
The right to vote if you are a registered voter. 
You are eligible to vote if you are:
• a U.S. citizen living in California
• at least 18 years old
• registered where you currently live
• not in prison or on parole for a felony

 2 
The right to vote if you are a registered voter 
even if your name is not on the list. You 
will vote using a provisional ballot. Your 
vote will be counted if elections officials 
determine that you are eligible to vote.

 3 
The right to vote if you are still in line when 
the polls close.

 4 
The right to cast a secret ballot without 
anyone bothering you or telling you how to 
vote.

 5 
The right to get a new ballot if you have made 
a mistake, if you have not already cast your 
ballot. You can:

Ask an elections official at a polling place 
for a new ballot; or
Exchange your vote-by-mail ballot for a 
new one at an elections office, or at 
your polling place; or
Vote using a provisional ballot, if you 
do not have your original vote-by-mail 
ballot.

 6 
The right to get help casting your ballot 
from anyone you choose, except from your 
employer or union representative.

 7 
The right to drop off your completed 
vote-by-mail ballot at any polling place in the 
county where you are registered to vote.

 8 
The right to get election materials in a 
language other than English if enough people 
in your voting precinct speak that language.

 9 
The right to ask questions to elections 
officials about election procedures and 
watch the election process. If the person 
you ask cannot answer your questions, they 
must send you to the right person for an 
answer. If you are disruptive, they can stop 
answering you.

 10 
The right to report any illegal or fraudulent 
election activity to an elections official or 
the Secretary of State’s office.

 On the web at www.sos.ca.gov
✆ By phone at (800) 345-VOTE (8683)

 By email at elections@sos.ca.gov
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 11 

First day you can vote 

 

OCTOBER 24 

Last day to register to vote 

 

NOVEMBER 1 

Last day to request a 

Vote-by-Mail ballot 

 

 

NOVEMBER 8, ELECTION DAY 
 

Vote at your polling place, drop off your Vote-by-Mail ballot at 

any polling place or vote at the Registrar of Voters office by 

8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS NOT 

REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

 

You can register to vote by: 

                                              Filling out a registration card online 

                                             or 
 

                                By requesting a registration card to be mailed to you. 
 

You can also check to see if you are registered 

by calling our office. 

 

 

For more information visit www.voteinfo.net 

or call 951-486-7200 or 1-800-773-VOTE(8683) 

 
 
 

F P F1-F ILLER 
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ACCOMMODATIONS FOR VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES

A “YES” or “NO” printed under the disabled symbol/arrow on the back cover of this pamphlet indicates whether or
not your assigned polling place is accessible to physically disabled voters. Please be advised of the following
alternate ways you may cast your ballot.

If you are unable to enter the polling place due to a physical disability, you
may request Curbside Voting at your assigned polling place. Curbside Voting doorbells are available at some
polling places throughout the County. If you require Curbside Voting assistance you may call 1-877-663-9906
before going to your assigned polling place and/or when you arrive at the facility. An Election Officer will be
contacted prior to your arrival to meet you at the curb.

�

�

�

�

By Mail -

Early Voting -

Large Print State Voter Information Guide -

You may request a Vote-by-Mail ballot. Simply complete the application on the back cover of this
pamphlet, or, you may contact the Registrar of Voters Office by calling (951) 486-7200, (800) 773-VOTE
(8683), TTY (951) 697-8966. The application must be received by the Registrar of Voters Office by the deadline
given. Your ballot must be received at the Registrar of Voters Office no later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day or
be postmarked on or before Election Day and received no later than three days after Election Day to be
counted.

You may vote at the Registrar of Voters office located at 2724 Gateway Drive, Riverside, CA
92507, October 11 - November 7 (excluding Holidays), Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.;
Saturday, October 29 and November 5, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and Election Day, November 8, 7:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. Please visit our website at for additional early voting locations and information.

If you prefer a large print State Voter Information Guide, you may
request one by contacting the California Secretary of State’s Office at (800) 345-VOTE (8683), or by contacting
the Registrar of Voters Office at (951) 486-7200, (800) 773-VOTE (8683), TTY (951) 697-8966.

Disability Rights California will operate a statewide hotline on November 8, Election Day, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
The phone number is 1-888-569-7955.

www.voteinfo.net

Curbside Voting on Election Day -

�

FROM

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
DID YOU SIGN YOUR APPLICATION?

FIRST

CLASS

POSTAGE

PLACE STAMP HERE

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

2724 GATEWAY DRIVE

RIVERSIDE CA 92507-0923



REGISTRAR OF VOTERS
2724 GATEWAY DRIVE
RIVERSIDE, CA 92507-0918

VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT APPLICATION

APPLICATION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1, 2016

I hereby request a ballot for the Consolidated Presidential General Election, November 8, 2016.

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME AS REGISTERED

RESIDENCE ADDRESS AS REGISTERED

CITY STATE ZIP

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the information provided is
true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

SIGNATURE
REQUIRED

SIGNATURE OF VOTER DATE

33-BCov General 11-08-16

� POSTMASTER DELIVER TO �

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Registrar of Voters

Riverside

� LOCATION OF YOUR POLLING PLACE �

VOTE EARLY

IT’S QUICK

IT’S EASY

IT’S CONVENIENT

GET OUT OF LINE ON ELECTION DAY!

VOTE-BY-MAIL

BALLOT
TYPE

ACCESS?

�

MAIL BALLOT TO:

ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT)

CITY STATE ZIP

��Check this box to request PERMANENT VOTE-BY-MAIL status.

�You May Cast Your Vote Early

At

THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS OFFICE
2724 Gateway Drive, Riverside, CA 92507

October 11 through November 7
(Excluding Holidays)

Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 29 and November 5,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Election Day November 8
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Please visit our website at www.voteinfo.net for
additional early voting locations and information.

**************************

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!

Accessible Voting Unit available at all polling locations.

TO MARK YOUR VOTE

DRAW A LINE

VOTE!!!

For a demonstration on marking your ballot visit www.voteinfo.net
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